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Dear colleagues,
As we go through the lockdown period, and potentially a further restriction period, post the
21 days, the company and the industry at large, is facing significant financial pressure. This
is understandably so, as we are not producing and therefore, we are not generating any
revenue. A return to our operations, without compromising the health of everyone, is
absolutely necessary if we are to stop the bleeding.
I know it has been a challenging two weeks for most of us, as we abide by the rules, adjust
to new routines and stay at home during this nationwide lockdown. We must however, keep
in mind our ultimate goal of flattening the COVID-19 curve in South Africa and stay resolute
in abiding by the rules. It is the only way we can contain the spread of this virus, keep our
people safe and not put pressure on our healthcare system.
As a company, we have put in place the necessary measures for a ‘care and maintenance’
environment and we are monitoring the situation carefully. Our essential services teams
have displayed a high level of commitment to RBPlat and we applaud them. We will make
every effort to keep each of them safe.
We must also recognise that albeit tough economic and social times, we are slowly
beginning to appreciate the simple things in our lives – spending quality time with our
families, not having to deal with travel and traffic, less pollution, and offering our support to
the less fortunate even in these trying times. We should pause and be grateful for all that we
have right now.
Let’s quickly recap the key messages of these past few weeks:
• Nationwide lockdown from 26 March to 16 April 2020.
• Practice safe hygiene
 Wash your hands regularly and thoroughly with soap and water or use alcohol-based
hand sanitizer.
 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.
 Practise social distancing.
 Cough or sneeze into your elbow or a tissue.
• Stay home
 Only go out of your home for food, medication or medical treatment.
 Do not go to any social gatherings in your communities, and also refrain from travel
outside the borders of South Africa.
 Stay at home for the Easter weekend and observe these auspicious days in your own
homes and celebrate with your families.
 Do not visit your neighbours, walk your dogs or go out jogging or cycling.
• Stay healthy – eat healthy foods and find time to exercise at home.
• Government screening – The government has deployed field workers in our communities
to do home screening – please ensure you request that they present you with some form
of identification before you allow them into your homes.
• Stay safe – we must always take the necessary security precautions to keep our families
safe.
• Symptoms – If you present any symptoms (cough, fever, sore throat or shortness of
breath) contact the COVID-19 hotline on 0800 029 999, for assistance, and isolate until
you are sure of your status.
• Abide by the rules – The government is enforcing the lockdown rules strictly – you could
be punished with imprisonment or a fine if you break the rules.
I also want to take a moment to applaud and pay tribute to the many healthcare workers and
other essential services personnel like the police, the grocery store cashier, the petrol
attendant, cleaning staff and security in hospitals, the emergency services teams, etc. who
are each playing an extremely important role to keep all of us safe. We extend our deepest
gratitude to each of you.
To all RBPlat employees - we are in this crisis together and we will only be able to overcome
this, by working together and abiding by the rules. For now, we are working towards the
lockdown being lifted and for us to resume work on the 17 th of April 2020.
To those colleagues observing the Easter religious days, I wish you a joyous and safe Easter
weekend at home with your families.
Stay home, stay safe and stay healthy.
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